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LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS

Diapers for the County Clothing Center

Throughout the month of August, you are invited to donate diapers (sizes 3, 4, 5, and 6) and wipes
to be donated to the County Clothing Center. Almost thirty years ago, the County Clothing Center
began with a group of volunteers distributing free clothing in Pierson Hall once per month. Today, the
Center operates out of a permanent location on SR 59 in Ravenna, offering a large variety of clothing
in all sizes, colors, and styles for free to whomever needs them. The Center frequently has a need for
diapers, especially sizes 3-6, and for wipes, so while we refresh our nursery and toddler rooms in our
building, please help us also restock the County Clothing Center with diapers for our neighbors who
need them. Donations may be placed throughout the month in the donation bin in the atrium.

Sunday Morning Bus Drivers Wanted

We are blessed to have a number of individuals who would like to worship with us on Sunday
mornings but who are unable to drive themselves to join us. We are blessed, also, to have a small bus
which can provide the means for these individuals to be with us. Now, we are looking for drivers to use
our small bus (no special license required) to bring these individuals to worship with us during the
10:30 am worship service. If you or someone you know would be interested in this ministry, providing
transportation and hospitality to those who want to worship with us, please contact Pastor Nathan
(nathanhowe@kentmethodist.org). We have a couple of people already who are willing to drive the bus
one or two Sundays each month, but we need a couple more. Please prayerfully consider this opportu-
nity, and let us know if you are interested.

New 12-WeeR Bible Study

LuRke — Acts: Into the Word, Into the World
Mondays at 7 pm, September 8 — November 24
Room 200

This 12-week study will be an exploration of the companion books of Luke and Acts, following a
curriculum in the format of Disciple Bible Study II. Each week includes a guide and journal for daily
scripture reading and reflection, an opportunity to learn about and practice spiritual disciplines, and
an invitation to commit and respond. Three to five chapters of scripture will be read each day, and
we will discuss what we have read in our weekly group meetings. Study guides will cost $12 each, pay-
able to UMCK. Please contact Pastor Nathan (nathanhowe@kentmethodist.org) to sign up or for more
information.
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In honor of the twentieth anniversary of Mountain TOP’s ministry, a book was assembled entitled
“Getting Hooked.” The book was a collection of stories of Mountain TOP’s first twenty years. There’s a
poem in that book that | have used several times over the years to help people better understand what
it means to serve. I'd like to share the poem now:

We wanted to help... we wanted to make a difference

We wanted to shovel out the clutter and dirt AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
We wanted to sweep and clean and wash and scrub ACOLYTES

She wanted us to scrub her windows... so we did!

Then... AUGUST 3 Evelyn Goff
She wanted us to wipe clear oil over the windows we had just cleaned! AUGUST 10 Libby Filler

We thought she couldn’t know what she was asking

AUGUST 17 Rose Filler
We took our time hoping she would change her mind

We were sure we knew all the answers AUGUST 24 Zach Filler
Still she wanted oil on the clean windows AUGUST 31 Maddy Conley
So we did it! N
We did it and told her we were finished SEPTEMBER 7 iam Russe

Sure we still knew what a mistake it was SEPTEMBER 14  Evelyn Goff

She thanked us and looked at the windows and smiled! She said that she

was losing her sight and the oil on the windows SEPTEMBER 21 Libby Filler

allowed her to see rainbows the only color she could still see SEPTEMBER 28  Rose Filler

We were quiet

We shed tears

We learned that day to listen, to care, to see

God knew exactly how to teach us to be servants

The following are a few of the testimonies we shared in worship on 6/29 after this year’s trip by our
youth:

Audrey Hinkle: Every year Is a different experience of course with exceptions, but every year | look for-
ward to it, my first year | was so scared to leave home but after the week | was already ready to go back
before we even left, | look forward to it | enjoy what we learn making friends and worship. | was put in a
YRG (youth renewal group ) like everyone else but unlike everyone else we all were sent to the mountain
for a different reason God has a plan for each and every one of us whether it's on the mountain or off,
mountain top has taught me so much about God and if | get the chance to go again no doubt | will go
and serve.

Joseph Lepp: On Monday and Thursday my team and | had to do yard work for two nice ladies but the
job that had the biggest impact on me was our task on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday. On these days
we had to build a porch for Mr. Briton who hadn'’t yet got back from running errands. When we first saw
the place we were disgusted. There was trash everywhere and it smelled and because of this we judged
Mr. Briton by the outside of his home without knowing his story and how God guided him to this new
beginning after being homeless.

After we talked with him we learned about his tough life journey from the military to his many life choices




both good and bad to experiencing homelessness to being able to buy this property to make his own.

His mission for his property is to turn it around inside and out and his first step was through Mountain
TOP for the porch and stairs he needed to access his home. Our group fell into the trap of temptation
of judging others, but Jesus led us away and into the life of Mr. Briton and all he intends to do with the
hope and love he has in the lord.

Savannah Stephan: If you know me you know I’'m an energetic person, so it was good to put all of my
energy into God and helping out in the community. As you know it is extremely hot in Tennessee so
when my energy did start to run out God gave us shade. One of my favorite things at Mountain TOP Was
free time because it gave me a chance to hang out with my friends and also make new ones. Another
thing | enjoyed was morning day break because it gave me an opportunity to sit in a peaceful spot and
have one on one time with God and also reflect on past working days. | enjoy going to Mountain TOP so
| will be going back next year.

Allison Hinkle: Mountain TOP feels like a second home to me. | enjoy meeting kids from all around the
country and | also get to grow closer to God too. Mountain top is an example of how we all should live
as Christians. With all the work we complete we still have time for God. We have morning devotions and
nightly worship. Even in the middle of the work day we take a quick stop to be with the Lord. We can take
these lessons and apply them to everyday day life. Not having enough time for God is not an excuse with
all we complete we still have time for god and even a little fun. Mountain TOP overall is a good experi-
ence, you grow closer to your faith and make good friends along the way. They become your family for a
week the same way Mountain TOP is your home for a week and you'll never want to leave once you go.

Madison Conley: | felt closer to God the more | helped people and the more | talked to a lot of nice peo-
ple. On Monday we help a lady with her roof and part of her stairs, there was a lot of cats. We also made
Bob (our mascot) and brought us closer together everyday. On Tuesday and Wednesday we helped David
paint and scrape his brick house, and he gave up his free time to help us try to finish. We also had a dog
and a hen cross the street eyeing our food at lunch. On Thursday we finished a porch roof for the people
who didn’t finish it. We helped a lady with her garden and yard because she couldn’t do it without help-
ers and she offered us bug spray and water. | also felt closer to God when | served breakfast for others at
Mountain TOP. | felt very welcomed and | loved how they had service. I'm planning to go back next year
and get another (hook) pin. Another thing that made me feel closer to God is the people’s kindness and
story’s. And it makes me feel happy knowing God brought all these people together.

Libby Filler: Mountain TOP was such a fun experience. My YRG (which is the group that we do all of your
projects with) was super nice and kind. We had nicknames for everyone in that group, and our driver was
always pushing me to do stuff like using power tools. If | had to choose

| would say that my favorite day was Wednesday because we got a DEMO project (which means we get
to tear down stuff)!! But every day was super fun. Free time was my favorite part of the day because we
got to play 9 square and volleyball and just talk. | also can’t forget to mention our end of the day gossip
season where what happens on the mountain stays on the mountain. Mountain TOP was so much fun
and | am really looking forward to it next year.

A sequel to the book mentioned above was published in honor of this year’s fiftieth year of service titled
“Hooked” which includes a story written by myself. The Church has two copies, see myself or Pastor Bob
if you'd like to see the book.

Shalom,
Rick<><

)
o



Attention all third graders
and their parents

As you enter the third grade this year, your church
would like to present you with a very special gift—your
very own Bible. The Bible is one of the most wonder-
ful gifts that the church can give, because it contains
God's message of salvation!

Bible Presentation Sunday will be September 14
during the 10:30 a.m. service; third graders and their
parents will be called to the front of the sanctuary to
receive Bibles. Parents are involved in the Bible pre-
sentation, because this is a way of recognizing the
important role that parents play in enabling children
to attend church.

Of course, the Bible only becomes valuable when we
use it. To this end, we have some powerful helps for
third-graders learning to use their Bible. First, our
Sunday School enables children to really learn the
Bible, how to use it, and how to apply its message to
our lives. Secondly, we have a Bible mentor program.
Each third grader is paired with an adult who will be
his or her Bible mentor throughout the school year.
Mentors guide third graders through a variety of activ-
ities that help them to enjoy, appreciate, and become
familiar with their Bible. The mentors are also invited
to be part of the Bible presentation and will be given a
Mentor guide on that day.

If you have questions or would like to sign your third-
grader up to receive a Bible, please contact Rick Stout
at 330-283-4838 or rickstout@kentmethodist.org.

Grundy County
Fall Festival Coat Drive 2025

On October 23-26, the United Methodist Church of
Kent will again be sponsoring an adult trip to Moun-
tain T.O.P. As part of this weekend Mountain T.O.P.
will be hosting its annual Fall Festival where shoes
and boots, winter coats, books and school supplies
will be distributed to the people of Grundy County.
Towards this end, Mountain T.O.P. has asked The
United Methodist Church of Kent to sponsor a coat
collection for the fall festival. During the months of
September and October, we will be collecting new or
gently used coats and jackets of various sizes to be
given out to the people of Grundy County. If you have
questions, please contact Rick Stout at 330-283-4838
or at rickstout@kentmethodist.org.

Mountain T.0.P.
Adults in Ministry Trip

On the dates of October 23-26, the United Method-
ist Church of Kent will be sponsoring an adult trip
to Mountain T.O.P. Therefore, on Sunday August 24,
there will be an information and organizational meet-
ing at 11:30 in the conference room. At this meeting
details about this trip will be given out and questions
will be answered. If you would like to attend the trip
but can’t attend the meeting please contact Rick Stout
at 330-283-4838.

Annual Time and Talent Auction
Sunday, September 28

Sunday, September 28 will be the return of the youth’s
annual “Time and Talent Auction” and luncheon spon-
sored by the Kent Youth Group. In the past each year
our auction served as the MAJOR FUNDRAISER used
to support the many activities our youth participate in
during the year.

We already have the following items available for this
year’s auction:

« Two tickets to the UCLA vs. OSU on Nov. 29

« Use of aflat in London for a week

« Autographed OSU football by ESPN commenta-
tor and former OSU quarterback Kirk Herbstreit

While we are asking each of the youth to donate an item,
there is room for the entire church to get involved in
the fun. Donation items could include:

« Theme baskets

« Craft or handmade items

- Theater or movie tickets (Weathervane)
« Kick-Knacks

« Use of a cottage Cabin or Time Share

- Dinner events

+ Use of a pool or picnic area

« Gift certificates

« Collectibles or antiques

« Theideas are endless!

Won’t you please prayerfully consider ways you might
be able to support our youth ministry through the
donation of an item. Those interested in donating an
item can do so by calling Rick at 330-283-4838 or by
email at rickstout@kentmethodist.org.

4



Upcoming Book Discussions
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burned out.

WENDELL BERRY

William’s barber.

Sunday Afternoon Walk

Sunday, August 10, 4 pm
UMCK Woods

Enjoy the beauty of God’s cre-
ation, both outdoors and in each
other! Invite a friend or neighbor
and join us. All are welcome as we
explore the wooded section of our
own property. We will meet in our
parking lot on the north side of the
building (near Pierson Hall) at 4 pm,
and then walk through the woods,
identifying and appreciating the
beauty in our own backyard. Please
join us!

The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store: A Novel

by James McBride

Jayber Crow

Tuesday, August 5, at 7 pm in the Conference Room

In this novel from 2023, James McBride tells the story of Black and Jewish residents living side
by side in the Chicken Hill neighborhood of Pottstown, Pennsylvania, in the 1920s and ‘30s.
As the story unfolds, it becomes clear how much the people of Chicken Hill must struggle to
survive and how damaging bigotry, hypocrisy, and deceit can be to a community. When hard
truths are unearthed, McBride shows that it is love and community—heaven and earth—that
ultimately sustain us.

Unfit Parent: A Disabled Mother Challenges an Inaccessible World

by Jessica Slice
Tuesday, Sept 2, at 7 pm in the Conference Room

§ © \ [ JessicaSlice became disabled in her late twenties, years before becoming a mother. That expe-
! rience, she says, prepared her for parenthood. And what she has learned through her experi-

care for children, especially in a time when parents generally report feeling overwhelmed and

by Wendell Berry

Save the Date:
Fall Kickoff,
September 7

On Sunday, September 7, we
will resume fall programming,
including Sunday school classes
for children, youth, and adults.
To celebrate the day together,
we will have one worship service
only, at 10 am in the Sanctuary,
and that worship service will
be followed by a potluck picnic.
Please join us!

Tuesday, October 7, at 7 pm in the Conference Room

For more than fifty years, Wendell Berry has lived and farmed with his wife, Tanya, in Ken-
tucky. During that time, he also has written more than fifty books of poetry, fiction, and essays,
8 mostly focused on faith, community, and paying attention to the land. His novels center in
the fictional town of Port William, about twelve miles south of the Ohio River. Jayber Crow is
his sixth such novel and tells a story of love and loss, joy and despair, through the life of Port

Serve with us at the
Lord’s Lunch

Saturday, August 16
Trinity Lutheran Church

Join us as we serve a free meal for
neighbors in our community on
Saturday, August 16, at the Lord’s
Lunch at Trinity Lutheran Church
here in Kent. Signup sheets will be
available in the atrium for those
who would like to prepare food and
those who would like to serve the
meal. Please contact the church
office or Bob Berger with any ques-
tions or to express your interest in
participating.




Back to School Blessing and Backpack Tags

Sunday, August 17
during all three worship services

Join us in worship on Sunday, August 17, as we pray for students, teachers, and support staff in our local
schools as they begin a new academic year (Kent State University fall classes begin on August 18; Kent
City Schools begin classes on August 20). We will have “backpack tags” available again this year as a
reminder of God’s love—and our congregation’s love—throughout the new school year.

ILLUSTRATEDMINISTRY.COM ILLUSTRATEDMINISTRY.COM

%t Summer Vibes & Thank You! Keep the Contributions Coming! 7=
Hello Church Family,

As the sun starts shining brighter and the days get longer, we wanted to take a moment to send a BIG
thank you for all the incredible contributions you've made so far. Whether it’s your time, ideas, or sup-
port, you've been helping us grow and thrive, and we're absolutely sunshine grateful! &=

But wait... just because it's summer doesn’t mean we hit "pause"! 4" While we're all soaking up the rays,
we still need those awesome contributions to keep the momentum going. Whether it's a quick check-in,
an idea spark, or a project update, every bit counts! _

So, let's keep the summer energy flowing—contribute, collaborate, and continue watching God at work
and magic happen! Wishing you all the perfect mix of fun and productivity this season!

With sunshine-filled thanks,

In his service,

Lynnitle

P.S. We can't wait to see what you bring to the table as we ride this wave into the next exciting chapter!

United Methodist Student Day

Special Offering
Sunday, August 17
United Methodist Student Day is a denomination-wide celebration focused
on the value of education. We honor this day by giving generously to sup-
port student scholarships which contribute to community transforma-
tion and leadership empowerment by investing in students. Your gift is a
practical expression of care, equipping students to shape a hopeful future.
Supporting United Methodist students provides both financial and spiritual
support, demonstrating our confidence in their potential and sending young
leaders into the world to continue growing in wisdom and understanding.
Please prayerfully consider your generosity to this important act of ministry.
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New Small Group Opportunity

various days and times,
beginning mid-September
Beginning in mid-September, join us for a new
opportunity to find and build community and grow
in our faith by sharing life together. Most all of us
have some desire to be known by others and to do
good in the world. Small groups are an opportunity
to do this in community with others.

What are small groups? Small groups are commu-
nities of five to fifteen individuals who meet reg-
ularly on the journey of becoming more deeply
committed followers of Christ. Groups can meet
two or three times per month, deciding the pat-
tern of their own schedule that will work best for
their participants. They can meet consistently for
up to two years, but to begin, we're asking for a
six-meeting commitment. At the end of six meet-
ings, groups and participants can reevaluate their
plans and decide what will be best moving forward.

Interested in hosting a small group? Being a host
allows you the opportunity to provide a space for
others to share joys and concerns, to learn together,
to grow in faith, and to serve in our community.
Hosts aren’t “experts”; they just need to be willing
to offer space and love for their neighbors. Groups
can meet in our building, in homes, or in commu-
nity spaces, e.g. parks or coffee shops. Interested
or have questions? Please contact Pastor Nathan
at nathanhowe@kentmethodist.org.

Interested in participating in a small group? Being
part of a small group can be a transformative way
to experience connection by journeying together
alongside others who are seeking to be known and
do good in our community. Please contact Pastor
Nathan at nathanhowe@kentmethodist.org to let
us know if you are interested in connecting.

)

May trip to Brookdale Orchard

Save the Date:
Wednesday, August 27, 7:00 pm

1946: The Mistranslation That Shifted
Culture

Palmer Gymnasium

The LGBTQ+ Committee invites everyone to
attend a special showing of the award winning film,
1946: The Mistranslation That Shifted Culture.
1946 is a feature documentary that follows the
story of tireless researchers who trace the origins
of the anti-gay movement among Christians to a
grave mistranslation of the Bible. It chronicles the
discovery of never-before-seen archives at Yale
University which unveil astonishing new revela-

\WHAT IF THE WORD HO'/ OSEXUAL
WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE IN THE BIBLE?

1946

THE MISTRANSLATION
THAT SHIFTED CULTURE

. 0
\ T~ ——

tions, and casts significant
doubt on any biblical basis
for LGBTQIA+ prejudice.

Come to learn and widen

your perspective, and

please invite others to
join us. We will serve light
refreshments and have dis-
cussion materials available

as well.

Day of Service and Celebration at
Brookdale Orchard

Saturday, August 30

In May, a small group from our congregation trav-
eled to Brookdale Orchard,a community garden and
ministry of St. Matthew UMC in the Hough neigh-
borhood of Cleveland. On Saturday, August 30, we
have been invited to return to the orchard to help
with their annual Harvest Festival. We will carpool
from our parking lot, departing at 8 am, and should
return to Kent by 4 pm. For more information or to
express your intent to participate, please contact
Pastor Nathan (nathanhowe@kentmethodist.org).
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USHERS AND GREETERS

Date 8:30/10:30

AUGUST 3 1

AUGUST 10 2

AUGUST 17 3

AUGUST 24 4

AUGUST 31 3

If you are unsure of what team
you are on, please call the
office
at 330-673-5879 x114
or email Cara at
caradesko@kentmethodist.org.

AUGUST 31 Eric Wertz

L____

P == == =
10:30 CAMERA SCHEDULE

I AUGUST 3 Eric Wertz I

AUGUST 10 Tom Lundberg I
AUGUST 17 Andrew Alderson

| rwcustze  Eric wertz I

ol

AUGUST LAY READERS
AUG 3 Janeen Phillips
AUG10  Karen Bennett
AUG17  Judith Nedel
AUG24  Krista Clavecilla
AUG31  PatBaldwin

Update to Office Hours

Our church office hours

have
changed. Effective July 1, the office
hours for Cara Desko are 9-12
Monday, Wednesday and Friday,

Remember

Our sympathies to:

e Family and friends of Shirley Beaumont
& e Family and friends of Ann Marie Durst
# e Family and Friends of Thomas Liming

Recent Hospitalizations, Surgeries, and
Ilnesses:

Diana Bakis, Roselyn Bauman, Courtney Hansen, Doug Long,
Kenny Mulloy, Bob Perkins, Claudia Sawyer, Jan Taylor, Janelle
Wargo

Fellowship Hour—
Help Needed

AUGUST FELLOWSHIP HOUR | If you would like to host fel-
HOSTS lowship hour, you can sign up
Debbie and Wanema at www.kentmethqdlst.org/
AUGUST 3 Flasher volunteer-opportunities/ or
contact the office by phone at
AUGUST10-31 TBA 330-673-5879 to schedule a
Sunday. No baking is required!
All refreshments are provided

by the church.

Thank You Notes
Thank you All,

So many cards, so many prayers, I thank you all for thinking of me
during my surgery recovery. I'll see you soon.

Jan Taylor

Thank you church family,

To know that Mom (Shirley Beaumont) was loved so much and will be
remembered and missed by so many people gives us a sense of peace
and strength to carry on through the days ahead.

A special thank you to the choir for singing, UMW for preparing and
serving the luncheon after the service, and Judy Smith for coordinat-
ing everything! It will always be remembered.

Mom and Dad are together again.

With gratitude and appreciation,
Sharon Coia, Karen Stephenson, David Beaumont and families

Dear members of the UMC of Kent,

I want to thank you and Dottie Emerick for the recent delivery of
flowers that were on the church altar on 7/6. They lifted me up and
brightened the room!

My recovery from surgery has been slower than expected, so this
kind gesture was a perfect one to bring me renewed hope that God is/
was there for me! I will be back to 100% in no time!

Thank you again,
Janelle Wargo

and for Adam Alderson 9-3 Tuesday Thank you so much for your kindness and prayers. Keep me in your
and Thursday and 12-3 Wednesday prayers, and I will claim victory in this battle.

and Friday.

Ilikai Johnson Beer
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Apply
Postage
Here

The United Methodist
Church of Kent
PO Box 646
Kent, OH 44240

Church Office:
330-673-5879
Web Site:
www.kentmethodist.org

Mailing Label Here

Rev. Nathan Howe,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Bob Machovec,
Minister of Pastoral Care

Rick Stout,
Director of
Christian Education and
Youth Ministries

Chelsea Alderson,
Director of Children’s Ministries

The Goodyear Band will perform its annual summer concert in
our Sanctuary on Monday, August 11 at 700 PM!

Mailed July 24

Worship Calendar
Date Week Scripture Preacher Special Event
8th Sundav aft Hosea 11:1-11;
th Sunday after Psalm 107:1-9, 43; ;
August 3 Pentecost Colossians 3:1-11; Rev. Nathan Howe Communion
Luke 12:13-21
oth Sundav aft Isaiah 1:1,10-20;
th Sunday after Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23;
August 10 Pentecost Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16: Rev. Nathan Howe
Luke 12:32-40
Isaiah 5:1-7; Deacon Nick Bates,
August 17 10th Sunday Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; Director of the
g after Pentecost Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Hunger Network in
Luke 12:49-56 Ohio
Jeremiah 1:4-10;
11th Sunday Psalm 71:1-6;
August 24 after Pentecost Hebrews 12:18-29; Rev. Nathan Howe
Luke 13:10-17
Jeremiah 2:4-13;
12th Sunday Psalm 81:1, 10-16;
August 31 after Pentecost Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Rev. Nathan Howe
Luke 14:1, 7-14




